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In Kuwait, the world saw how Ku-

waiti justice is carried out when al- 
Azmi was hanged inside the Interior 
Ministry complex in Kuwait City on 
December 21. 

Next stop, the United Arab Emirates. 
This is the land where noncitizens are 
a subclass of people. They have very 
few rights. They face huge obstacles 
and discrimination. 

Oh, and another thing, women can’t 
pass on citizenship to their children 
unless their husband is a citizen. What 
does that mean? It often means insur-
mountable barriers to education and 
employment. 

Now we are on the home stretch. 
Where in the world is W? 
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Saudi Arabia. The country with the 
choke hold on international energy 
markets, the homeland of the majority 
of the 9/11 terrorists, the land where 
women cannot legally drive a car yet. 
Sure, there is a proposal on the table 
to give women this right, but I 
wouldn’t hold my breath. 

How did the United States President 
clearly demand the rights of all Saudi 
people? By walking hand in hand with 
members of the Saudi royal family. 
That sounds like a strange negotiating 
tactic to me. 

And the final stop on this regional 
tour, Egypt. Let’s just look at what 
Amnesty International has to say 
about Egypt. We have longstanding 
concerns on systematic torture, deaths 
of prisoners in custody, unfair trials, 
arrests of prisoners of conscience for 
their political and religious beliefs or 
for their sexual orientation, wide use of 
administrative detention and long- 
term detention without trial, and use 
of the death penalty. 

This, Mr. Speaker, was a tour of 
wasted opportunity and flagrant dis-
regard for the most basic human 
rights. 

So what will the President’s legacy 
be in the Middle East? What is the 
state of that union? Not good. Not good 
at all. 

We have a seemingly endless occupa-
tion of Iraq destabilizing the region. 
Osama bin Laden is still missing. We 
have the rise of the Taliban in Afghani-
stan. 

Opportunity after opportunity for re-
gional stability has been squandered 
and our standing in the region is em-
barrassingly low. But know this: This 
Congress will continue to demand an 
end to the occupation of Iraq and a re-
turn to sensible and sustainable poli-
cies in the Middle East. We will not 
stand by while the clock runs out on 
this administration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. ROHRABACHER addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

CONGRATULATING THE RICHLAND 
SPRINGS COYOTES SIX-MAN 
FOOTBALL TEAM ON THEIR 
STATE AND NATIONAL CHAM-
PIONSHIPS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the students and 
families of the Richland Springs Coy-
ote football team for winning the 2007 
Texas Division I Six-Man Football 
Championship and the Six-Man Illus-
trated National Championship poll. 

Six-man football has been a part of 
Texas history for almost 70 years, and 
today there are over 160 public and pri-
vate schools fielding teams. For many 
small towns in Texas’ 11th Congres-
sional District, six-man football is sim-
ply a way of life. It is no different in 
Richland Springs, where the Coyotes 
carry on the best traditions of Texas 
football every fall weekend. 

Before a crowd of 5,000 cheering fans 
in San Angelo’s Bobcat Stadium, the 
Coyotes played the Rule Bobcats in a 
rematch of last year’s championship. It 
was an exciting game that was close 
through the first three quarters, but in 
the end the Coyotes simply outran the 
Bobcats and won the game 98–54. 
Throughout their 2007 campaign, the 
Coyotes went a perfect 14–0 and 
outscored their opponents 1,015–225. 

This victory secured the Coyotes 
their third State championship in 4 
years and cemented their reputation as 
the Nation’s best six-man football 
team. With this national champion-
ship, they become only one of two 
teams to have earned three national 
championships. During this run, the 
Coyotes have gone an unbelievable 56– 
1. 

As I look ahead to next summer, the 
Coyotes will lose five seniors. I wish 
the 29 returning students the best of 
luck in continuing the outstanding 
success that the Richland Springs six- 
man football team has achieved. 

I’d like to commend Coach Burkhart, 
Coach Ethridge, Coach Dodson and 
Coach Rogers for their hard work in 
preparing, training, and coaching their 
teams to the championship. 

Finally, I’d like to extend my per-
sonal congratulations to Mark Wil-
liams, Haustin Burkhart, Stephen 
Fowler, Neil McMillan, Shelby Smith, 
Joe Tomlinson, Nigel Bates, Mitchell 
Jacobson, Andrew Fowler, Tyler 
Etheridge, Riche Daniels, Brennen 
McGinty, Elbert Thomas, Khalid 
Khatib, Patrick Couch, Randy Couch, 
Daniel Barrett, Tommy Hollon, Abra-
ham Ahumada, Branch Vancourt, Ste-
phen Thornhill, Franky Soto, C.J. 
Finke, Dean King, David Greenwood, 
and Ryan Soto for winning both of 
their 2007 championships. These young 
men have proven themselves to be good 
sportsmen, able competitors and fine 
athletes. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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SOVEREIGN WEALTH FUNDS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the re-
cent shocks to the global economy and 
U.S. financial institutions have re-
vealed a major new source of invest-
ment in the U.S. economy called Sov-
ereign Wealth Funds. These funds are 
the surplus savings of our trading com-
petitors from foreign countries and 
have been key in bailing out major 
U.S. corporations like CitiGroup, Mer-
rill Lynch, Blackstone, and so many 
others that have made terrible deci-
sions and played with the people’s 
money to abandon. Three billion dol-
lars was invested by the Chinese, for 
example, just in the Blackstone Group. 

Put into perspective, the Chinese 
Government, and I underline ‘‘govern-
ment,’’ is projected to have more than 
$3 trillion by 2010 that can be used to 
buy our stocks, bonds, real estate, and 
entire corporations. They’re just get-
ting started. Put into context, the Gov-
ernment of China will soon have 
enough investment monies to buy 51 
percent; that is absolute control of 
more than 40 percent of all the U.S.- 
based corporations whose stock is list-
ed on the New York Stock Exchange. 
Think about that. The Government of 
China literally could buy half of all the 
stock listed on the New York Stock 
Exchange. And that’s only China. 

Many people in this Nation and in 
this Congress would strongly oppose 
having the United States Government 
buy control of two out of every five 
companies listed there. It would be 
called socialism. But how will we react 
if the Chinese Government buys those 
same companies, which is, my friends, 
underway? 

Already we see China, Kuwait, Nor-
way, and other nations buying major 
stakes in our banks and in investment 
houses, institutions that exert enor-
mous political and economic influence 
in our Nation and world. Can we trust 
that those investments are purely for 
economic returns? 

Secretary of the Treasury Paulson 
has repeatedly stated that this admin-
istration has no interest in knowing 
the details of such investments by sov-
ereign wealth funds. The present panic 
in our banks and financial institutions 
to secure capital to offset their mort-
gage and credit card debacles may in-
duce the heads of those corporations to 
take bailouts on virtually any terms. 
But we must be wiser. A head-in-the- 
sand ostrich policy by the United 
States Government is simply not ac-
ceptable. Indeed, it is reckless, and it 
threatens national security. 
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